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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 4898 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, LA, AF, NP, AG 

SUB J : LAO ATTENDANCE AT NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE 
REF: VIENTIANE 4825(NOTAL) 

1. JULY 9 EDITION OF LAO PRESSE REPORTED THAT CHAIEB 
TALEB, ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO PEKING, PRESENTLY ON A 
SPECIAL MISSION FOR PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE, EXTENDED 
INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA 

ON JULY 6 TO ATTEND FOURTH CONFERENCE OF NON- 
ALIGNED NATIONS TO BE HELD IN ALGIERS IN EARLY SEPTEMBER. 
ARTICLE ALSO STATED THAT CHAIEB LEFT VIENTIANE JULY 6 
TO DELIVER SIMILAR INVITATION IN RANGOON, KATHMANDU 
AND KABUL. 

2. VIENTIANE DOMESTIC SERVICE COMMENTED JULY 8 THAT 
FORMAL EXTENSION OF INVITATION "SHOWS THAT GOVERNMENT 
OF LAOS, WHICH HAS STRICTLY ADVOCATED POLICY OF 
NEUTRALITY, HAS BEEN ACCREDITED BY COUNTRIES ALL OVER THE 
WORLD." 

3. COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL, SOUVANNA HAD TOLD ME JULY 6 
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THAT HE PLANNED TO ATTEND CONFERENCE, ASSUMING HE IS STILL 
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PRIME MINISTER IN THE FALL. 

DEAN 
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